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I.

Introduction

The purpose of the social studies and language arts component in the 9th grade is to
foster in students the knowledge and skills needed to make sense of current political
and social issues by studying global events of the past through historical and literary
texts. This knowledge base will supply students with the skills necessary in
responding critically and analytically to world issues. Students will be encouraged to
greater self-discovery by examining the world through multiple lenses. The ideals,
ideologies, struggles and achievements of individuals and cultures will be examined
through both history and literature, as class participants grapple with the essential
question: How does struggle bring about change? The program will integrate the
study of the social, economic and political problems throughout the world within the
framework of the Age of the Enlightenment through the modern day. In conjunction,
the literature studied will either revolve around the historical time periods or involve
the key themes and ideologies of each era.
This curriculum is designed to integrate critical thinking and social reasoning by
offering opportunities to speak, read, write, analyze and evaluate events, stories and
time periods. Students will utilize these tools in both courses to develop greater
understanding in both history and literature. As students progress, they continuously
examine the four conceptual strands of:




II.

Growth and Development (Individual, Society & the World)
Civics
Conflict and Compromise
Human Rights
Philosophy and Rationale

This 9th grade integrated curriculum is designed to employ a conceptual approach
within a chronological framework focusing on cultural diversity. This
interdisciplinary study is highly-regarded and will prepare students for lifelong
learning by providing them with multiple lessons and means for understanding the
concepts and cultures affecting our individual and collective world view. Our
purpose is to facilitate student understanding of the ideals and philosophies upon
which governments have developed. Students also will see the importance of
literature in the context of societal complexities and will explore how to connect
historical periods with literary materials so they can better understand the
interdependent world in which we live.
It is also the goal of this curriculum to give the students an educational perspective
that will help them develop an answer to the following essential question: How does
struggle bring about change? The course is designed to foster in students an attitude
towards learning which will help them view the present state of the world in terms of
long and short range consequences. By doing all of this, this course intends to affect

an attitude in all students of tolerance and understanding of people, cultures and
societies.
III.

General Aims of the Course

A. Students will have been exposed to the major events in World History from the
Age of the Enlightenment through modern day.
B. The student will have the chance to realize the relationship between historical
events, literature, and the factors which influence his/her daily life.
C. The students will develop a familiarity with the tools of citizenship on a global
level, including knowledge and appreciation of political institutions, social
organizations and literary concepts.
D. The student will understand the value of the methods of research and criticism
through the development of the following skills:
1. Create clear thinking and logical reasoning
2. Encourage open-mindedness, tolerance, and willingness to
examine all phases of a controversial problem
3. Emphasize the importance of getting and weighing
important facts before drawing a conclusion
4. Encourage the development of widespread reading
5. Use of all library facilities
6. Regular use of newspapers, periodicals, or other literary
resources
7. Use of sources to solve specific problems
8. Use of maps, charts, graphs, novels, short stories, poems,
plays, films, computers, etc.
IV.

General Objectives of the Course

Requirements: At the successful completion of this course, the student will:
CONTENT SPECIFIC KNOWLEDGE – SOCIAL STUDIES
1. Describe the elements of what it means to be a part of the global community and
recognize that these elements are interrelated. These include but are not limited
to: origins and history; customs and traditions; economic systems; political
systems; education; values; beliefs; the arts; social structure and technology.
2. Explain, analyze and evaluate the process of change. Such change can include
technological, political, economic and cultural change.
3. Recognize the role of the arts as a vehicle of human expression, communication
and cultural identity.
4. Analyze the causes and consequences of discrimination, including prejudice,
segregation, removal/relocation, and genocide. Students will evaluate how
discrimination has affected the historical and ongoing struggle for human rights.

1.
2.

3.
4.
5.

CONTENT SPECIFIC KNOWLEDGE – LANGUAGE ARTS
Explain, analyze and evaluate the process of change. Such change can include
individual, technological, political, economic and cultural change.
Use the short story as an effective device to teach the elements of literature and
figurative language. The study of the short story should include an examination
of these seven literary elements: plot, setting, character, point of view, theme,
satire and irony.
Utilize drama to learn what was important to the people of the playwright’s time
and what characteristics of human nature have endured through the ages.
Develop methods of writing that include, but are not limited to: persuasive,
expository, creative and reflective samples.
Compare and contrast various works from different time periods to develop a
clear idea of what shapes and controls society and culture.
ATTITUDES

1. Recognize that they inherit the past and participate in shaping the future.
2. Recognize that the knowledge of their personal expectations, and cultural and
ethnic heritage, can empower them to affect social change.
3. Recognize and be able to explain that assessing historical change, examining
cultural diversity, and analyzing social conflict involve value judgments.
4. Develop respect for the dignity of the person and reject stereotyping, prejudice
and injustice.
5. Recognize the need for civic involvement and social cooperation and be receptive
to new ideas and various points of view.
BASIC SKILLS
1. Acquire appropriate strategies to read materials including primary and secondary
sources, poetry, novels, short stories and dramas.
2. Recognize that written materials have a variety of purposes and patterns of
organization which require different reading skills to improve comprehension.
3. Acquire and apply independently and cooperatively the process of writing to
connect historical events to literary works. As students work, they will improve
their ability to use perspective in their writing: planning/pre-writing, drafting,
editing and revising.
The process of writing includes the following:
 Writing for a particular purpose
 Writing to a specific audience
 Selecting from and using a variety of forms of expression
 Organizing ideas
 Supporting ideas with appropriate research
 Using standard written English, edited for spelling, grammar and
syntax
 Writing for personal insight and creativity
4. Acquire and apply independently and cooperatively oral communication skills in:

 Formulating relevant questions
 Listening critically
 Oral presentations as individuals and in groups
 Active participation in class discussion
5. Assume a variety of roles in group settings. For example, participant facilitator,
leader, observer, recorder or listener.
6. Access a variety of sources and use appropriate research skills to gather
information. For example, interviewing people, observing behavior, exploring
print and non-print materials, utilizing computer databases, field trips, and guest
speakers.
7. Locate, classify, interpret, analyze, summarize, synthesize, and evaluate
information to acquire and apply knowledge to the global environment.
8. Clarify issues, develop and test hypotheses, construct generalizations, draw
conclusions, offer solutions to problems, predict possible outcomes, and predict
future issues and problems. These processes require the use of methodologies
from various disciplines.
9. Apply decision-making and problem-solving techniques orally and in writing to
historic, contemporary and controversial world issues. This includes but is not
limited to:
 Employing a rational decision-making process or model
 Using hypothetical reasoning processes
 Examining, understanding and evaluating conflicting viewpoints
 Recognizing the importance of intuitive thinking
 Recognizing and analyzing values upon which judgments are made
 Applying conflict-resolution skills
10. Apply computer technology in some of the following ways:
 Conducting research
 Composing thoughts
 Sorting and organizing information
 Developing presentations
 Web quests
 Essay writing
 Rubrics/self-evaluation
11. Analyze, interpret, create and use resources and materials which include, but are
not limited to:
 Maps, charts and graphs
 Political cartoons
 The arts, artifacts and media
 Poetry, short stories, novels, drama, non-fiction
 Films
12. Acquire and demonstrate the skills necessary to work cooperatively.
13. Apply the above knowledge, skills and attitudes to engage in reasoned and
responsible action.

SOCIAL PARTICIPATION
The students will address issues and problems, and contribute to the building of
community. Achieving such participation involves:
 Keeping informed about issues that affect society
 Discussing issues with others in a constructive manner
 Reflecting on and making decisions about these issues
 Engaging in personal, social, economic and/or political actions.
GRADING
All grading follows school and district policy.

**NOTE**
The following curriculum guide reflects an integration of World History Honors and
Language Arts 9 Honors. Where units converge this map matches side by side. Solitary
course information for either World History or Language Arts 9 Honors stands alone on
the chart. All time frames have been accounted for.
Materials: Integrated World History/ Language Arts 9 Honors
Text
Romeo and Juliet
Life of Galileo
Fahrenheit 451
Animal Farm
The Odyssey
Night
Maus I & II
In the Pond
Anthology
Reading the World (Short Story and Poetry)
Film
Romeo and Juliet
O Brother Where Art Thou
Life is Beautiful
The Truman Show
Dr. Strangelove

Unit: Shakespeare: Romeo and Juliet
Time Frame: 6 WEEKS
Unit Plan
Content/ Essential Questions
 What is the importance of understanding and discussing the difference between
free-will and destiny?
 What is the importance of communication in parent-child relationships in Romeo
and Juliet and today?
 What literary devices does Shakespeare use, such as: pun, dramatic irony, and
foreshadowing?
 How does a changing culture affect the main characters’ perspective in both
works?
 What is the significance of a poetic structure to understanding the meaning of a
work?
 When is it appropriate to challenge the beliefs or values of society?
 Are there universal characteristics of belief that are common across people and
time?
 How does conflict lead to change?
 How does conflict influence an individual’s decisions and actions?
 How does philosophy define a character’s identity?
Skills/ Concepts
 To practice reading aloud.
 To practice listening skills.
 To develop speaking skills.
 To practice essay writing.
 To develop concepts about poetry.
 To develop understanding of critical analysis by reading critical works
Assessment
 Reading comprehension quizzes, Figurative language projects, Character analysis,
Persuasive essay (debating the role of blame in the play), Shakespearean period
exam, Create a one act play in Shakespearean form
Common Core State Standards For ELA & Literacy in History/Social Studies,
Science, and Technical Subjects
Reading: Literature
Key Ideas and Details


RL.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.



RL.9-10.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and
refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.



RL.9-10.3. Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or
conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters,
and advance the plot or develop the theme.
Craft and Structure



RL.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the
text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of
specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of
time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone).



RL.9-10.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text,
order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks)
create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise.



RL.9-10.6. Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a
work of literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world
literature.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas



RL.9-10.7. Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different
artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment (e.g., Auden’s
“Musée des Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus).



RL.9-10.9. Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a
specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or
how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare).
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity



RL.9-10.10. By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including
stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 9–10 text complexity band proficiently, with
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
Reading: Informational Text
Key Ideas and Details



RI.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.



RI.9-10.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the
course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details;
provide an objective summary of the text.



RI.9-10.3. Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events,
including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and developed,
and the connections that are drawn between them.
Craft and Structure



RI.9-10.5. Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and
refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or
chapter).



RI.9-10.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze
how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas



RI.9-10.8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text,
assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient;
identify false statements and fallacious reasoning.
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity



RI.9-10.10. By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the
grades 9–10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end
of the range.
Writing
Text Types and Purposes



W.9-10.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics
or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

o

Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or
opposing claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

o

Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each
while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the
audience’s knowledge level and concerns.

o

Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text,
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between
reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.

o

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

o

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports
the argument presented.



W.9-10.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex
ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection,
organization, and analysis of content.

o

Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to
make important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings),
graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

o

Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts,
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

o

Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the
text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts.

o

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the
complexity of the topic.

o

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

o

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports
the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the
significance of the topic).
Text Types and Purposes (continued)



W.9-10.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events
using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

o

Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or
observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator
and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events.

o

Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection,
and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.

o

Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one
another to create a coherent whole.

o

Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to
convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.

o

Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is
experienced, observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative.
Production and Distribution of Writing



W.9-10.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)



W.9-10.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising,
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most
significant for a specific purpose and audience.
Research to Build and Present Knowledge



W.9-10.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis,
reflection, and research.

o

Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how an
author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work [e.g., how Shakespeare
treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by
Shakespeare]”).

o

Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g.,
“Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements
and fallacious reasoning”).
Range of Writing



W.9-10.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research,
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a
range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
Speaking and Listening
Comprehension and Collaboration



SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and
persuasively.

o

Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other
research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.

o

Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making
(e.g., informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views),
clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed.

o

Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the
current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the
discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.

o

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of
agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and

understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning
presented.
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas


SL.9-10.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
Language
Conventions of Standard English


o

L.9-10.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar
and usage when writing or speaking.
Use parallel structure.*

o

Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial,
prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to
convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or presentations.



L.9-10.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

o

Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more
closely related independent clauses.

o

Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation.

o

Spell correctly.
Knowledge of Language



L.9-10.3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in
different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend
more fully when reading or listening.

o

Write and edit work so that it conforms to the guidelines in a style manual
(e.g., MLA Handbook, Turabian’s Manual for Writers) appropriate for the discipline and
writing type.
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use



L.9-10.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning
words and phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a
range of strategies.

o

Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

o

Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate, advocacy).

o

Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or
determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology.

o

Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase
(e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).



L.9-10.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships,
and nuances in word meanings.

o

Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and
analyze their role in the text.

o


Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.
L.9-10.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge
when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
Enlightenment: Life of Galileo
Time Frame: 4 WEEKS
Unit Plan
Content/ Essential Questions
 What causes revolution and how does it impact the masses?
 What impact does change in society have on literary writing?
 To what extent does power or the lack of power affect individuals?
 Can literature serve as a vehicle for social change?
 Is it necessary to question the status quo?
 How can a person’s decisions and actions change his/her life?
 What defines the attributes of a hero? Are there various definitions to be applied
to the term?
Skills/ Concepts
 To relate historical information with fiction.
 To practice reading aloud.
 To practice silent reading.
 To improve reading comprehension.
 To practice different elements of the essay structure.
 To improve sentence structure.
 To practice test taking skills.
Assessment
 Reading comprehension quizzes, formal group discussion, reader’s responses,
short analytical essays.

Common Core State Standards For ELA & Literacy in History/Social Studies,
Science, and Technical Subjects
Reading: Literature
Key Ideas and Details


RL.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.



RL.9-10.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and
refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.



RL.9-10.3. Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or
conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters,
and advance the plot or develop the theme.
Craft and Structure



RL.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the
text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of
specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of
time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone).



RL.9-10.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text,
order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks)
create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise.



RL.9-10.6. Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a
work of literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world
literature.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas



RL.9-10.7. Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different
artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment (e.g., Auden’s
“Musée des Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus).



RL.9-10.9. Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a
specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or
how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare).
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity



RL.9-10.10. By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including
stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 9–10 text complexity band proficiently, with
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

Reading: Informational Text
Key Ideas and Details


RI.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.



RI.9-10.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the
course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details;
provide an objective summary of the text.



RI.9-10.3. Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events,
including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and developed,
and the connections that are drawn between them.
Craft and Structure



RI.9-10.5. Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and
refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or
chapter).



RI.9-10.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze
how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas



RI.9-10.8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text,
assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient;
identify false statements and fallacious reasoning.
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity



RI.9-10.10. By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the
grades 9–10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end
of the range.
Writing
Text Types and Purposes



W.9-10.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics
or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

o

Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or
opposing claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

o

Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each
while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the
audience’s knowledge level and concerns.

o

Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text,
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between
reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.

o

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

o

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports
the argument presented.



W.9-10.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex
ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection,
organization, and analysis of content.

o

Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to
make important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings),
graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

o

Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts,
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

o

Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the
text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts.

o

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the
complexity of the topic.

o

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

o

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports
the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the
significance of the topic).
Text Types and Purposes (continued)



W.9-10.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events
using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

o

Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or
observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator
and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events.

o

Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection,
and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.

o

Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one
another to create a coherent whole.

o

Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to
convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.

o

Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is
experienced, observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative.
Production and Distribution of Writing



W.9-10.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)



W.9-10.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising,
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most
significant for a specific purpose and audience.
Research to Build and Present Knowledge



W.9-10.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis,
reflection, and research.

o

Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how an
author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work [e.g., how Shakespeare
treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by
Shakespeare]”).

o

Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g.,
“Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements
and fallacious reasoning”).
Range of Writing



W.9-10.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research,
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a
range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
Speaking and Listening
Comprehension and Collaboration



SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and
persuasively.

o

Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other
research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.

o

Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making
(e.g., informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views),
clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed.

o

Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the
current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the
discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.

o

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of
agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and
understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning
presented.
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas



SL.9-10.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
Language
Conventions of Standard English


o

L.9-10.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar
and usage when writing or speaking.
Use parallel structure.*

o

Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial,
prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to
convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or presentations.



L.9-10.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

o

Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more
closely related independent clauses.

o

Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation.

o

Spell correctly.
Knowledge of Language



L.9-10.3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in
different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend
more fully when reading or listening.

o

Write and edit work so that it conforms to the guidelines in a style manual
(e.g., MLA Handbook, Turabian’s Manual for Writers) appropriate for the discipline and
writing type.

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use


L.9-10.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning
words and phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a
range of strategies.

o

Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

o

Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate, advocacy).

o

Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or
determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology.

o

Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase
(e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).



L.9-10.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships,
and nuances in word meanings.

o

Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and
analyze their role in the text.

o


Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.
L.9-10.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge
when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
Hero’s Journey: The Odyssey (w/ portions of Joseph Campbell’s Power of Myth)
Time Frame: 4 WEEKS
Content/ Essential Questions
 What is heroism?
 What are the fundamental choices and actions a hero must make in their journey?
 What aids a hero in his journey?
 What causes a hero to change throughout his journey?
 What is the relationship between decisions and consequences?
 How do decisions and actions of characters reveal their personalities?
Skills/ Concepts
 To understand common themes in various works
 To understand the universal nature of the Hero’s Journey from both history and
literature
 To practice reading aloud.
 To practice silent reading.
 To improve reading comprehension.

 To practice different elements of the essay structure.
 To improve sentence structure.
 To practice test taking skills.
Assessment
 Film study questions, reading comprehension quizzes, group debate, reader’s
responses, produce a comic book or short story utilizing the key aspects of the
hero’s quest, comparative essay, cumulative exam
Common Core State Standards For ELA & Literacy in History/Social Studies,
Science, and Technical Subjects
Reading: Literature
Key Ideas and Details


RL.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.



RL.9-10.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and
refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.



RL.9-10.3. Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or
conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters,
and advance the plot or develop the theme.
Craft and Structure



RL.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the
text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of
specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of
time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone).



RL.9-10.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text,
order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks)
create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise.



RL.9-10.6. Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a
work of literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world
literature.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas



RL.9-10.7. Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different
artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment (e.g., Auden’s
“Musée des Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus).

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity


RL.9-10.10. By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including
stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 9–10 text complexity band proficiently, with
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
Reading: Informational Text
Key Ideas and Details



RI.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.



RI.9-10.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the
course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details;
provide an objective summary of the text.



RI.9-10.3. Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events,
including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and developed,
and the connections that are drawn between them.
Craft and Structure



RI.9-10.5. Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and
refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or
chapter).



RI.9-10.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze
how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose.
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity



RI.9-10.10. By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the
grades 9–10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end
of the range.
Writing
Text Types and Purposes



W.9-10.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics
or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

o

Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or
opposing claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

o

Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each
while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the
audience’s knowledge level and concerns.

o

Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text,
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between
reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.

o

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

o

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports
the argument presented.



W.9-10.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex
ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection,
organization, and analysis of content.

o

Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to
make important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings),
graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

o

Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts,
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

o

Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the
text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts.

o

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the
complexity of the topic.

o

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

o

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports
the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the
significance of the topic).
Text Types and Purposes (continued)



W.9-10.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events
using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

o

Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or
observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator
and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events.

o

Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection,
and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.

o

Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one
another to create a coherent whole.

o

Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to
convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.

o

Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is
experienced, observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative.
Production and Distribution of Writing



W.9-10.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)



W.9-10.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising,
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most
significant for a specific purpose and audience.
Research to Build and Present Knowledge



W.9-10.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis,
reflection, and research.

o

Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how an
author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work [e.g., how Shakespeare
treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by
Shakespeare]”).

o

Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g.,
“Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements
and fallacious reasoning”).
Range of Writing



W.9-10.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research,
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a
range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
Speaking and Listening
Comprehension and Collaboration



SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and
persuasively.

o

Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other
research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.

o

Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making
(e.g., informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views),
clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed.

o

Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the
current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the
discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.

o

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of
agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and
understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning
presented.
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas



SL.9-10.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
Language
Conventions of Standard English


o

L.9-10.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar
and usage when writing or speaking.
Use parallel structure.*

o

Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial,
prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to
convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or presentations.



L.9-10.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

o

Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more
closely related independent clauses.

o

Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation.

o

Spell correctly.
Knowledge of Language



L.9-10.3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in
different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend
more fully when reading or listening.

o

Write and edit work so that it conforms to the guidelines in a style manual
(e.g., MLA Handbook, Turabian’s Manual for Writers) appropriate for the discipline and
writing type.

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use


L.9-10.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning
words and phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a
range of strategies.

o

Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

o

Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate, advocacy).

o

Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or
determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology.

o

Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase
(e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).



L.9-10.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships,
and nuances in word meanings.

o

Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and
analyze their role in the text.

o


Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.
L.9-10.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge
when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
Propaganda and Communism: Animal Farm & In the Pond
Time Frame: 6 WEEKS
Content/ Essential Questions
 What is the effect of propaganda on the masses?
 How does a dictatorship rise?
 What is a fable?
 How do authors use satire in their writing?
 To what extent does power or the lack of power affect individuals?
 What is oppression and what are the causes?
 Can literature serve as a vehicle for social change?
 When should an individual take a stand against what he/she believes to be an
injustice?
 How would we define a utopian society?
 Is utopia attainable? At what cost would it be worth attaining?
 What is the individual perception of a common goal?
 How does society react to change?
 How does the individual react to change?
 To what extent does power or the lack of power affect individuals?

 What are the responsibilities of the individual in regard to issues of social justice?
 What are the factors that create an imbalance of power within a society?
Skills/ Concepts
 To understand common themes in various works
 To practice reading aloud.
 To practice silent reading.
 To improve reading comprehension.
 To practice different elements of the essay structure.
 To improve sentence structure.
 To practice test taking skills.
Assessment
 reading comprehension quizzes, discussion and examination of the effects of
propaganda, produce a piece of historical propaganda that utilizes the techniques
of propaganda, reader’s responses, character analysis, cumulative exam
Common Core State Standards For ELA & Literacy in History/Social Studies,
Science, and Technical Subjects
Reading: Literature
Key Ideas and Details


RL.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.



RL.9-10.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and
refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.



RL.9-10.3. Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or
conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters,
and advance the plot or develop the theme.
Craft and Structure



RL.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the
text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of
specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of
time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone).



RL.9-10.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text,
order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks)
create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise.



RL.9-10.6. Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a
work of literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world
literature.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas


RL.9-10.7. Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different
artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment (e.g., Auden’s
“Musée des Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus).



RL.9-10.9. Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a
specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or
how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare).
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity



RL.9-10.10. By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including
stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 9–10 text complexity band proficiently, with
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
Reading: Informational Text
Key Ideas and Details



RI.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.



RI.9-10.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the
course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details;
provide an objective summary of the text.



RI.9-10.3. Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events,
including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and developed,
and the connections that are drawn between them.
Craft and Structure



RI.9-10.5. Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and
refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or
chapter).



RI.9-10.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze
how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas



RI.9-10.8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text,
assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient;
identify false statements and fallacious reasoning.
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity



RI.9-10.10. By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the
grades 9–10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end
of the range.
Writing
Text Types and Purposes



W.9-10.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics
or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

o

Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or
opposing claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

o

Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each
while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the
audience’s knowledge level and concerns.

o

Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text,
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between
reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.

o

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

o

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports
the argument presented.



W.9-10.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex
ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection,
organization, and analysis of content.

o

Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to
make important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings),
graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

o

Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts,
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

o

Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the
text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts.

o

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the
complexity of the topic.

o

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

o

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports
the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the
significance of the topic).

Text Types and Purposes (continued)


W.9-10.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events
using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

o

Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or
observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator
and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events.

o

Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection,
and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.

o

Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one
another to create a coherent whole.

o

Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to
convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.

o

Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is
experienced, observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative.
Production and Distribution of Writing



W.9-10.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)



W.9-10.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising,
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most
significant for a specific purpose and audience.
Research to Build and Present Knowledge



W.9-10.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis,
reflection, and research.

o

Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how an
author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work [e.g., how Shakespeare
treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by
Shakespeare]”).

o

Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g.,
“Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements
and fallacious reasoning”).
Range of Writing



W.9-10.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research,
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a
range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
Speaking and Listening
Comprehension and Collaboration



SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and
persuasively.

o

Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other
research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.

o

Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making
(e.g., informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views),
clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed.

o

Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the
current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the
discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.

o

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of
agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and
understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning
presented.
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas



SL.9-10.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
Language
Conventions of Standard English


o

L.9-10.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar
and usage when writing or speaking.
Use parallel structure.*

o

Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial,
prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to
convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or presentations.



L.9-10.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

o

Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more
closely related independent clauses.

o

Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation.

o

Spell correctly.
Knowledge of Language



L.9-10.3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in
different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend
more fully when reading or listening.

o

Write and edit work so that it conforms to the guidelines in a style manual
(e.g., MLA Handbook, Turabian’s Manual for Writers) appropriate for the discipline and
writing type.
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use



L.9-10.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning
words and phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a
range of strategies.

o

Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

o

Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate, advocacy).

o

Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or
determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology.

o

Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase
(e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).



L.9-10.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships,
and nuances in word meanings.

o

Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and
analyze their role in the text.

o


Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.
L.9-10.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge
when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
The Holocaust: Maus & Night
Time Frame: 6 WEEKS

Content/ Essential Questions
 What is the effect of the Holocaust on society?
 What is the effect of the Holocaust on the individual?
 How has the Holocaust changed perception in society of human nature?
 What is the definition of literature (valid/invalid)?
 What does power have to do with fairness and justice?
 Do we have choices concerning fairness and justice?
 What creates prejudice and what can an individual do to overcome it?
 What are the cause and consequences of prejudice and injustice, and how does an
individual’s response to them reveal his/her true character?
 How and why does genocide continue to occur? And what prevention exists in
the world today?
Skills/ Concepts
 To understand common themes in various works.
 To develop an understanding of valid literature.
 To develop vocabulary.
 To practice visual literacy.
 To practice reading aloud.
 To practice silent reading.
 To develop independent reading skills.
 To improve reading comprehension.
 To practice different elements of the essay structure.
 To improve sentence structure.
 To practice test taking skills.
 To understand key literary terms.
 To understand the cause and outcomes (as well as prevention) of genocide
Assessment
 reading comprehension quizzes, student driven discussion and evaluation, group
debate, memoir writing, comparison essay, genocide research
project/presentation, cumulative exam
Common Core State Standards For ELA & Literacy in History/Social Studies,
Science, and Technical Subjects
Reading: Literature
Key Ideas and Details


RL.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.



RL.9-10.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and
refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.



RL.9-10.3. Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or
conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters,
and advance the plot or develop the theme.
Craft and Structure



RL.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the
text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of
specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of
time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone).



RL.9-10.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text,
order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks)
create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise.



RL.9-10.6. Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a
work of literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world
literature.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas



RL.9-10.7. Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different
artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment (e.g., Auden’s
“Musée des Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus).
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity



RL.9-10.10. By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including
stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 9–10 text complexity band proficiently, with
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
Reading: Informational Text
Key Ideas and Details



RI.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.



RI.9-10.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the
course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details;
provide an objective summary of the text.



RI.9-10.3. Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events,
including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and developed,
and the connections that are drawn between them.
Craft and Structure



RI.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact
of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court opinion
differs from that of a newspaper).



RI.9-10.5. Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and
refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or
chapter).



RI.9-10.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze
how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas



RI.9-10.7. Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g., a
person’s life story in both print and multimedia), determining which details are
emphasized in each account.



RI.9-10.8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text,
assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient;
identify false statements and fallacious reasoning.
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity



RI.9-10.10. By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the
grades 9–10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end
of the range.
Writing
Text Types and Purposes



W.9-10.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics
or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

o

Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or
opposing claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

o

Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each
while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the
audience’s knowledge level and concerns.

o

Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text,
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between
reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.

o

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

o

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports
the argument presented.



W.9-10.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex
ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection,
organization, and analysis of content.

o

Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to
make important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings),
graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

o

Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts,
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

o

Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the
text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts.

o

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the
complexity of the topic.

o

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

o

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports
the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the
significance of the topic).
Text Types and Purposes (continued)



W.9-10.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events
using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

o

Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or
observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator
and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events.

o

Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection,
and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.

o

Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one
another to create a coherent whole.

o

Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to
convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.

o

Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is
experienced, observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative.
Production and Distribution of Writing



W.9-10.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)



W.9-10.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising,
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most
significant for a specific purpose and audience.



W.9-10.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update
individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link
to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.
Research to Build and Present Knowledge



W.9-10.7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a
question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the
inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating
understanding of the subject under investigation.



W.9-10.8. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and
digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source
in answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively to
maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for
citation.



W.9-10.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis,
reflection, and research.

o

Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how an
author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work [e.g., how Shakespeare
treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by
Shakespeare]”).

o

Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g.,
“Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements
and fallacious reasoning”).
Range of Writing



W.9-10.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research,
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a
range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
Speaking and Listening
Comprehension and Collaboration



SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and
persuasively.

o

Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other
research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.

o

Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making
(e.g., informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views),
clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed.

o

Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the
current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the
discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.

o

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of
agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and
understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning
presented.



SL.9-10.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of
each source.



SL.9-10.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and
rhetoric, identifying any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas



SL.9-10.4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly,
concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the
organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and
task.



SL.9-10.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio,
visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings,
reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.



SL.9-10.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
Language
Conventions of Standard English


o

L.9-10.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar
and usage when writing or speaking.
Use parallel structure.*

o

Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial,
prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to
convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or presentations.



L.9-10.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

o

Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more
closely related independent clauses.

o

Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation.

o

Spell correctly.
Knowledge of Language



L.9-10.3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in
different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend
more fully when reading or listening.

o

Write and edit work so that it conforms to the guidelines in a style manual
(e.g., MLA Handbook, Turabian’s Manual for Writers) appropriate for the discipline and
writing type.
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use



L.9-10.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning
words and phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a
range of strategies.

o

Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

o

Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate, advocacy).

o

Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or
determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology.

o

Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase
(e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).



L.9-10.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships,
and nuances in word meanings.

o

Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and
analyze their role in the text.

o


Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.
L.9-10.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college

and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge
when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
Change in Society: Fahrenheit 451 & “The Allegory of the Cave”
Time Frame: 5 WEEKS
Content/ Essential Questions
 What is reality? How do we know we exist in a true reality?
 What does it mean to question the society we live in?
 How do we develop a valid opinion and criticism of society and culture?
 How does change occur in society, for the better or worse?
 Does an institution/society ever have a right to censor?
 How can a person’s decisions and actions change his/her life?
 How would we define utopia?
 Why do people continue to pursue the concept of utopia?
 What are the purposes and/or consequences of creating and/or maintaining a
utopian society?
 Is utopia attainable? Do we want to live in a utopia?
Skills/ Concepts
 To question the nature of society and the rules society creates.
 To engage in debate.
 To relate fictional accounts with reality.
 To understand common themes in various works
 To develop vocabulary.
 To practice visual literacy.
 To practice reading aloud.
 To practice silent reading.
 To improve reading comprehension.
 To practice different elements of the essay structure.
 To improve sentence structure.
 To practice test taking skills.
 To understand key literary terms.
Assessment
 Reading comprehension quizzes, creative writing: representation of the Cave,
literary term worksheets, class debate, cumulative exam
Common Core State Standards For ELA & Literacy in History/Social Studies,
Science, and Technical Subjects
Reading: Literature
Key Ideas and Details



RL.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.



RL.9-10.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and
refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.



RL.9-10.3. Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or
conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters,
and advance the plot or develop the theme.
Craft and Structure



RL.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the
text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of
specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of
time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone).



RL.9-10.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text,
order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks)
create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise.



RL.9-10.6. Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a
work of literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world
literature.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas



RL.9-10.7. Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different
artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment (e.g., Auden’s
“Musée des Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus).



RL.9-10.9. Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a
specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or
how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare).
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity



RL.9-10.10. By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including
stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 9–10 text complexity band proficiently, with
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
Reading: Informational Text
Key Ideas and Details



RI.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.



RI.9-10.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the
course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details;
provide an objective summary of the text.



RI.9-10.3. Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events,
including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and developed,
and the connections that are drawn between them.
Craft and Structure



RI.9-10.5. Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and
refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or
chapter).



RI.9-10.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze
how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas



RI.9-10.8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text,
assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient;
identify false statements and fallacious reasoning.
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity



RI.9-10.10. By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the
grades 9–10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end
of the range.
Writing
Text Types and Purposes



W.9-10.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics
or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

o

Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or
opposing claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

o

Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each
while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the
audience’s knowledge level and concerns.

o

Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text,
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between
reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.

o

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

o

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports
the argument presented.



W.9-10.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex
ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection,
organization, and analysis of content.

o

Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to
make important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings),
graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

o

Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts,
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

o

Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the
text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts.

o

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the
complexity of the topic.

o

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

o

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports
the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the
significance of the topic).
Text Types and Purposes (continued)



W.9-10.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events
using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

o

Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or
observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator
and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events.

o

Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection,
and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.

o

Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one
another to create a coherent whole.

o

Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to
convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.

o

Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is
experienced, observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative.
Production and Distribution of Writing



W.9-10.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)



W.9-10.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising,
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most
significant for a specific purpose and audience.
Research to Build and Present Knowledge



W.9-10.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis,
reflection, and research.

o

Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how an
author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work [e.g., how Shakespeare
treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by
Shakespeare]”).

o

Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g.,
“Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements
and fallacious reasoning”).
Range of Writing



W.9-10.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research,
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a
range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
Speaking and Listening
Comprehension and Collaboration



SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and
persuasively.

o

Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other
research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.

o

Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making
(e.g., informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views),
clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed.

o

Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the
current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the
discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.

o

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of
agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and
understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning
presented.
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas



SL.9-10.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
Language
Conventions of Standard English


o

L.9-10.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar
and usage when writing or speaking.
Use parallel structure.*

o

Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial,
prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to
convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or presentations.



L.9-10.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

o

Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more
closely related independent clauses.

o

Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation.

o

Spell correctly.
Knowledge of Language



L.9-10.3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in
different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend
more fully when reading or listening.

o

Write and edit work so that it conforms to the guidelines in a style manual
(e.g., MLA Handbook, Turabian’s Manual for Writers) appropriate for the discipline and
writing type.
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use



L.9-10.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning
words and phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a
range of strategies.

o

Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

o

Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate, advocacy).

o

Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or
determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology.

o

Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase
(e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).



L.9-10.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships,
and nuances in word meanings.

o

Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and
analyze their role in the text.

o


Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.
L.9-10.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge
when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
Research Paper
Time Frame: 8 WEEKS
Content/ Essential Questions
 How do you find information?
 What are legitimate sources for a research paper?
 How do you document sources and why is this important?
 What is the importance of an introduction, topic and closing sentences, and a
conclusion?
 What is plagiarism? How can it be avoided?
Skills/ Concepts
 To connect literature with history and art
 To use the library
 To write with clarity
 To understand essential questions a research paper must answer.
 To refine usage of MLA in writing.
Assessment
 Students will write rough and final copies of a research paper, students will take
notes on their topic, develop outlines and thesis statements.
Reading: Literature
Key Ideas and Details



RL.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.



RL.9-10.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and
refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.



RL.9-10.3. Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or
conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters,
and advance the plot or develop the theme.
Craft and Structure



RL.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the
text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of
specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of
time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone).



RL.9-10.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text,
order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks)
create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise.



RL.9-10.6. Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a
work of literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world
literature.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas



RL.9-10.7. Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different
artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment (e.g., Auden’s
“Musée des Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus).



RL.9-10.9. Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a
specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or
how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare).
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity



RL.9-10.10. By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including
stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 9–10 text complexity band proficiently, with
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
Reading: Informational Text
Key Ideas and Details



RI.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.



RI.9-10.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the
course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details;
provide an objective summary of the text.



RI.9-10.3. Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events,
including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and developed,
and the connections that are drawn between them.
Craft and Structure



RI.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact
of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court opinion
differs from that of a newspaper).



RI.9-10.5. Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and
refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or
chapter).



RI.9-10.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze
how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas



RI.9-10.7. Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g., a
person’s life story in both print and multimedia), determining which details are
emphasized in each account.



RI.9-10.8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text,
assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient;
identify false statements and fallacious reasoning.
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity



RI.9-10.10. By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the
grades 9–10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end
of the range.
Writing
Text Types and Purposes



W.9-10.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics
or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

o

Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or
opposing claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

o

Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each
while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the
audience’s knowledge level and concerns.

o

Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text,
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between
reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.

o

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

o

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports
the argument presented.



W.9-10.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex
ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection,
organization, and analysis of content.

o

Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to
make important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings),
graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

o

Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts,
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

o

Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the
text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts.

o

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the
complexity of the topic.

o

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

o

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports
the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the
significance of the topic).
Production and Distribution of Writing



W.9-10.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)



W.9-10.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising,
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most
significant for a specific purpose and audience.



W.9-10.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update
individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link
to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge


W.9-10.7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a
question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the
inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating
understanding of the subject under investigation.



W.9-10.8. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and
digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source
in answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively to
maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for
citation.



W.9-10.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis,
reflection, and research.

o

Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how an
author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work [e.g., how Shakespeare
treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by
Shakespeare]”).

o

Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g.,
“Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements
and fallacious reasoning”).
Range of Writing



W.9-10.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research,
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a
range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
Language
Conventions of Standard English


o

L.9-10.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar
and usage when writing or speaking.
Use parallel structure.*

o

Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial,
prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to
convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or presentations.



L.9-10.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

o

Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more
closely related independent clauses.

o

Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation.

o

Spell correctly.
Knowledge of Language



L.9-10.3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in
different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend
more fully when reading or listening.

o

Write and edit work so that it conforms to the guidelines in a style manual
(e.g., MLA Handbook, Turabian’s Manual for Writers) appropriate for the discipline and
writing type.
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use



L.9-10.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning
words and phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a
range of strategies.

o

Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

o

Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate, advocacy).

o

Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or
determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology.

o

Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase
(e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).



L.9-10.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships,
and nuances in word meanings.

o

Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and
analyze their role in the text.

o


Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.
L.9-10.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge
when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
Poetry: Reading the World
Time Frame: 3 WEEKS
Content/ Essential Questions
 What styles of poetry exist in the world?
 How can poetry define a given culture?

 What techniques are used in creating meaning through words and structure?
 What is considered a proper explication of poetry?
Skills/ Concepts
 To understand common themes in various works.
 To develop vocabulary.
 To practice visual literacy.
 To practice reading aloud.
 To practice silent reading.
 To develop independent reading skills.
 To improve reading comprehension.
 To understand key literary terms.
 To understand poetic devices.
 To develop the ability to individually analyze and discuss poetry.
 To incorporate poetic techniques in their own writing.
Assessment
 Reader’s responses, Poetry explication and presentation, original poetry and
visual representation.
Common Core State Standards For ELA & Literacy in History/Social Studies,
Science, and Technical Subjects
Reading: Literature
Key Ideas and Details


RL.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.



RL.9-10.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and
refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.
Craft and Structure



RL.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the
text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of
specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of
time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone).



RL.9-10.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text,
order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks)
create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise.



RL.9-10.6. Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a
work of literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world
literature.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas


RL.9-10.7. Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different
artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment (e.g., Auden’s
“Musée des Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus).



RL.9-10.9. Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a
specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or
how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare).
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity



RL.9-10.10. By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including
stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 9–10 text complexity band proficiently, with
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
Writing
Text Types and Purposes



W.9-10.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex
ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection,
organization, and analysis of content.

o

Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to
make important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings),
graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

o

Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts,
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

o

Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the
text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts.

o

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the
complexity of the topic.

o

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

o

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports
the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the
significance of the topic).
Production and Distribution of Writing



W.9-10.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)



W.9-10.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising,
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most
significant for a specific purpose and audience.
Speaking and Listening
Comprehension and Collaboration



SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and
persuasively.

o

Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other
research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.

o

Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making
(e.g., informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views),
clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed.

o

Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the
current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the
discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.

o

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of
agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and
understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning
presented.



SL.9-10.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of
each source.



SL.9-10.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and
rhetoric, identifying any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas



SL.9-10.4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly,
concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the
organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and
task.



SL.9-10.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio,
visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings,
reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.



SL.9-10.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
Language
Conventions of Standard English


o

L.9-10.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar
and usage when writing or speaking.
Use parallel structure.*

o

Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial,
prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to
convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or presentations.



L.9-10.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

o

Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more
closely related independent clauses.

o

Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation.

o

Spell correctly.
Knowledge of Language



L.9-10.3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in
different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend
more fully when reading or listening.

o

Write and edit work so that it conforms to the guidelines in a style manual
(e.g., MLA Handbook, Turabian’s Manual for Writers) appropriate for the discipline and
writing type.
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use



L.9-10.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning
words and phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a
range of strategies.

o

Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

o

Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate, advocacy).

o

Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or
determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology.

o

Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase
(e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).



L.9-10.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships,
and nuances in word meanings.

o

Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and
analyze their role in the text.

o


Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.
L.9-10.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge
when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

